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This Week in Our World…
This week the focus of ‘Our World’ is the continuing fires
that are sweeping dangerously across the east coast of
Australia. Towards the end of last year, we focused on the
fires and the impact they were having on the koala
population.
Over the Christmas period the fires have worsened and the
Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, has declared state
emergencies across vast regions of Eastern Australia with
many thousands of people having to evacuate their homes;
and sadly a growing number of people have died or are
unaccounted for.

Where is Australia in the world?

Where is Australia in the world?

Where in Australia are the fires?
Very High Temperatures have not helped this crisis!

Australian Bush Fires

What’s the background?
The fires in Australia began in September. In addition to the fatalities, they have
so far destroyed more than 1,300 homes, as well as millions of acres of
bushland. Since September, fires in Australia have killed at least 20 people,
while dozens are missing.
Meteorologists say a climate system in the Indian Ocean, known as the dipole,
is the main driver behind the extreme heat in Australia. However, many parts of
Australia have been in drought conditions, some for years, which has made it
easier for the fires to spread and grow.
Authorities in Australia have urged tens of thousands of people to move
to safety amid concerns that bushfires will burn out of control this
weekend.

Australian Bush Fires

First in Australian History
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison has announced 3,000 reserve troops
will be deployed to help tackle raging bushfires across the country.
Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said this is the first time this had happened
in Australia's history.
Temperatures surpassed 40C (104F) in parts of south-east Australia on
Saturday as fires ravaged through homes and land.
Since September, the fires in Australia have killed at least 23 people.
Dozens of people are missing and some 1,500 homes have already been lost
this fire season.

Australian Bush Fires

Australian Heatwave
Canberra and Penrith have smashed temperature records that stood for 80
years.

Canberra and the outer western Sydney suburb of Penrith have broken
temperature records that have stood for 80 years. The mercury climbed to
48.9C in Penrith and 43.6C in Canberra on Saturday afternoon, the hottest
temperatures recorded in those areas. The Canberra mark later rose above
44C. Penrith set a new record for the hottest temperature in the Sydney
basin, beating the previous mark of 47.8C recorded in Richmond in 1939. The
new mark also made it one of the hottest places in the world on Saturday
afternoon.
The previous Canberra record was 42.8C at the now-closed Acton observation
site in 1939.

Vocabulary Focus

heatwave
Heatwave (noun)
A period of time, such as a few weeks, when
the weather is much hotter than usual

Watch…

Clip 1 & 2 (BBC News Page):
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-australia-50999546
Clip 3 & 4, including images (BBC Newsround Page):
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50902274?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co
.uk/news/topics/c2wlvy54gd1t/australia-fires&link_location=live-reporting-story

