Our World
Week Beginning: Monday 27 April 2020

This Week in Our World…
This week the focus of ‘Our World’ is the upcoming anniversary of
Victory in Europe (VE) Day. The 8th May 1945 marked the formal
conclusion of the war with Germany and brought to an end six
years of suffering, courage and endurance across the world.
This year, we celebrate the 75th anniversary of this momentous
day. Many countrywide celebrations had been arranged and the
May Bank Holiday was moved from Monday 4 May 2020 to allow
for this. However, with the current situation due to Covid-19,
these celebrations have been cancelled. This does not stop you
from celebrating this at home. Your teacher may post activities in
your Google classroom to help you prepare for these celebrations.
Have fun!

Where is Europe in the world?

Where is Europe in the world?

VE Day

What’s the background?
After Hitler’s death in April, 1945, the Germans knew they could not win
the war. General Jodl, travelled to see General Dwight D. Eisenhower who was Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe – at the
Headquarters in France.
On the 7th May, at 2.41am, in front of some of the leaders of the
Western Allies, Jodl signed a surrender document on behalf of
Germany. This meant that the war in Europe was over, although World
War II continued in other countries.

Therefore, Victory in Europe Day took place on May 8 1945. It was a
public holiday and day of celebration to mark the defeat of Germany by
the Allied forces in World War 2.

VE Day

Celebrations
As news of the surrender spread, the war-weary British began to
rejoice straight away. During the previous six years, half a million
homes had been destroyed, thousands of civilians had been
killed and many millions of lives disrupted, in Britain alone.
The news of a surrender was what everyone needed to hear.
People ran out on to the streets, hanging bunting and banners
and dancing. People organised impromptu street parties, shared
rationed food with the neighbours and listened to the wireless
for updates.

VE Day

Announcement
The British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, had yet to make a
formal announcement. He was being held back by Stalin, the leader
of the Soviet Union. Stalin wanted his own document of surrender
signing, so he was holding off announcing the fall of Germany.
Churchill was not going to give Stalin the satisfaction of making
Britain wait, so at 19:40, Churchill made this announcement over
the radio:
“In accordance with arrangements between the three great
powers, tomorrow, Tuesday, will be treated as Victory in Europe
Day and will be regarded as a holiday."

VE Day

London
After suffering so many bombing raids, London was the place to be on VE Day
and anyone who could reach the city did so. The centre of London was full of
people wearing red, white and blue, waving flags, dancing and singing.
Fireworks filled the sky with flashes of light.

Everyone, both in London and at home sitting by their wireless sets, wanted
to hear just one man: Winston Churchill. At 3pm the Prime Minister broadcast
to the nation. He praised the British spirit and reminded them that this was a
victory of the great British nation as a whole. He also reminded them that the
war continued against the Japanese, but ‘we can all take a night off today’.
Crowds gathered in Trafalgar Square and up The Mall, waiting for Winston
Churchill and King George VI to make an appearance on the balcony of
Buckingham Palace.

VE Day

‘This is your Victory’
Shortly after Churchill's speech, King George VI, Queen Elizabeth I and
the two princesses came out onto the balcony at Buckingham Palace
(our Queen, Queen Elizabeth II is on the left in the photograph above).
It was to be the first of eight appearances by the King and Queen on
VE Day. When the doors onto the balcony were opened again at 17:30,
the Royal Family stepped out accompanied by the man of the hour,
Churchill. Churchill later told the crowds: ‘This is your victory!’
Later that evening, Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret slipped
out of Buckingham Palace to experience the celebrations for
themselves. They stood amongst the joyful crowds below the royal
balcony.

Vocabulary Focus

wireless
Wireless (noun – in this presentation)
An old fashioned word for a radio
Wireless (adjective)
To use radio, telephones, earphones, printers
etc. to transmit signals without wires or
cables.

Watch…

Clip 1 (YouTube)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=NEavcsrMoMw&feature=em
b_logo

