
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this week’s newsletter finds you well and that you had an enjoyable bank holiday weekend. 
 
Woodpeckers’ Curriculum Event: 
It was lovely to see Woodpecker parents at their curriculum sharing event last Wednesday.  The children enjoyed presenting much of their 
learning from their Egyptians theme last term and finishing with a class performance of Reach for the Stars.  Thank you to parents for coming 
along to support your children – they loved sharing their work with you all. 
 
Coronation Celebrations: 
To mark the coronation of King Charles III we are holding a picnic for pupils on Thursday 4th May.  Thank you for your advance orders for 
these.  Pupils may come to school dressed in red, white and blue or as a King, Queen, Prince or Princess on Friday 5th May.  Activities within 
each phase will be communicated separately.   
 
We are inviting children across the whole school to design a ‘stamp’ that represents the Coronation of King Charles III, with selected designs 
being displayed in our Coronation Gallery for the school to view.  Stamp design guidelines and templates are available for the children to 
bring home, as well as available via Google Classroom this week if you wish to print at home instead.  In addition to this, our creative arts 
week at the end of this term has some activities dedicated to a coronation theme too. 
 
Automated External Defibrillator and Paediatric BLS training: 
As Mrs Poole noted in Woodstock Weekly last week, we were delighted with the children’s positive response to the Restart a Heart (RAH) 
day. They all certainly enjoyed visiting the ambulance too. It was also great to see so many parents attend the Basic Life Support (BLS) session 
in the afternoon. A number of parents requested further training on using an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) and also paediatric BLS. 
I have therefore arranged the following sessions: 
 
BLS with an AED- Friday 19th May, 1.15pm to 2.30pm. To book your place, please click here: https://forms.office.com/e/TXmXJTrmgd 
 

Paediatric BLS- Friday 26th May, 1.15pm to 2.30pm. To book your place, please click here: https://forms.office.com/e/0jYRpuB9cV 
 
As I have mentioned before, I volunteer as a Community First Responder (CFR) for South Central Ambulance Service (SCAS), attending 999 
calls in my community ahead of an ambulance. I have seen many times how high-quality CPR from bystanders, before CFRs and paramedics 
arrive, can save lives. That’s why I am passionate about teaching this vital skill. The British Heart Foundation (BHF) supply the equipment to 
run these sessions, in addition to training thousands of young people each year with the RAH campaign. I completed the London Marathon 
on Sunday, running for the BHF team. I would be very grateful if you could show your support for this important initiative. To donate please 
click here: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christian-mcguinness3 
 
Many thanks in advance. Thank you to those parents that have kindly supported already.  The current total is: £1910. 
 
School Expansion:  
Thank you for your flexibility with the revised collection arrangements at the end of the school day to accommodate the building works.  As 
you will have seen, the trunk road, site compound and temporary classroom have been installed.  Later in the term, Red Kites will move into 
the temporary classroom to allow new glazing and other enabling work to take place to their current room. 
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Years 3&4 Visit to the Coronation Exhibition & Lost Gardens at Blenheim Palace 
Children and staff in Years 3&4 have had a wonderful day today visiting the Coronation Exhibition in the Palace and then a picnic lunch and 
try out of the new Lost Gardens Adventure Park.  Photographs of the day will be available soon in the gallery section of the school’s website. 
 
 
Thank you as always for your ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Christian McGuinness 
Headteacher 
 
 

Parent Governor: 
We have a Parent Governor vacancy on our governing body and so must hold an election. As many of you may already know, the governing 
body has an extremely important role: it is responsible for working strategically in partnership with the headteacher and staff to identify the 
most important aspects of the school that need to be improved, approving plans to achieve this and ensuring progress. Governors individually 
have no power but act collectively as a corporate team. All governors receive training to help them carry out their role. Oxfordshire Governor 
Services runs special induction courses for new governors – we expect all our governors to attend this training.  
 
Parents or anyone who has parental responsibility* for a registered pupil at the time of the election are entitled to apply. You can 
nominate someone for election and can vote in the election. We have a factsheet about becoming a governor that we can send you if you 
want more information.  
 
All nominations should be sent to the school office by Tuesday 9th May. You can nominate yourself. Every nomination must be signed by 
the candidate, stating that they are willing to stand. Nomination forms can be collected from the school office. 

 
*DEFINITION OF A PARENT  
(The Education Act 1996: Section 576 defines “Parent” to include):  

• All natural parents, whether they are married or not; and  

• Any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child or young person; and any person who, 
although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person  
(The Education Act 1996: Section 576 (1), (3) and (4), read together with the Education Act 2002: Section 212(2), gives a definition 
of “parent”)  

• Parent” is defined for the purposes of the Constitution Regulations as including “any individual who has or has had parental 
responsibility for, or cares or has cared for, a child or young person under the age of 18”.  

• It includes a person who the child lives with and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child. 
The reference in the definition must be to someone involved in the full-time care of the child on a settled basis.  

 
Safeguarding Children Updates: 
 
What to do if you have concerns about a child 
If you have any concerns about a child relating to Safeguarding, please get in touch with one of our Safeguarding Leads immediately by 
contacting the school directly on 01993 812209 or by email safeguarding@woodstock.oxon.sch.uk. 
 
If you are unable to speak to a member of our Designated Safeguarding Team at school and have a safeguarding concern, please contact the 
Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly who will be able to advise you. 
If you have a concern about a child, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666.  
 
 

Fun with the Hedgehog Club for all the family 
Available to book on the website today: 

May half term activity days for 5–12-year-olds 

The first dates for summer activity dates (more dates coming soon) 

Summer term of The Hedgehog Club at Cogges for children from 

crawling to 4 years old 

Book your outdoor fun today at www.thehedgehogclub.co.uk  

Any questions do get in touch with Mandy on 

thehedgehogclub123@gmail.com   
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Collective Worship Weekly Theme 

Week Beginning: 2/5/23            Collective Worship  

Key Idea: Let’s Celebrate 

Biblical Link: 

Psalm 150 1-6 

Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his 

acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 

praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the strings 

and pipe, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let everything 

that has breath praise the LORD. (NIV)  

Core Value: Joy 

 

Understanding 
Christianity 
Theme:  

Worship Song: Praise Him 

 

Our World 

 
 

 
 
Each month we are suggesting one item in your shopping trolley for you 

to swap with a Fairtrade product (if you don’t already buy them). 

Product for May: Chocolate  

 
 

 



Weekly Online Safety Guidance: 

 
 
 
 



Weekly Mental Health & Wellbeing Guidance: 
 

 
 


