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LETTER FROM DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well and that you have all had a lovely weekend, although certainly feeling much colder now.   
 
Three of our Pupil Parliament members represented Woodstock CE Primary School 
at the Woodstock Town Memorial Service yesterday, by taking part in the 
Remembrance Day parade and laying a wreath at the War Memorial.  Thank you to 
our Co-Chair of Governors, Lynne Hammond for accompanying the children, and to 
the children for their part in the morning.  Thank you to everyone who supported 
the Royal British Legion by purchasing a poppy or some of their remembrance 
items. 
 
A very busy week last week in terms of enriching curriculum experiences.  Years 
5&6 went to Blenheim Palace to take part in a monarchy workshop – which 
supports this term’s theme ‘Rule Britannia’.  They had a tour of the palace to 
identify significant artwork and artefacts linked to our monarchy, some history of 
how Blenheim was gifted to the first Duke by Queen Anne and also got to meet a 
‘real’ Butler – who talked to the children about his role. 
 
Years 3&4 all visited Ardley Energy Recovery Centre which helps to reduce landfill 
waste in Oxfordshire.  Children got to see the centre in action, find out about how they transfer our day-to-day waste into reusable energy, 
whilst also reducing the amount that goes to landfill.  The children took part in a range of activities to support their learning and had an 
exciting tour of the centre in action – a highlight being the great claw grabber that is used to move the waste that comes into the centre into 
larger mounds ready to be sorted. 
 

 
 
Mathematics Parent Workshops 
It is always so wonderful to open our doors and have parents in school being part of the children’s learning.  Thank you to everyone who was 
able to attend the Maths workshops last week – it was great to see so many of you.  Key Stage 1 parents are invited to their workshop this 
Tuesday 14 November at 2.15pm, in the school hall.  We hope to see you then.   
 
All presentations will be available online later this week (after KS1 Workshop).  You will also find last term’s presentations for the English 
Reading Workshops here too.  https://www.woodstock.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Supporting+Learning&pid=25  
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Are you cold and wet weather ready? 
Now that that colder spell (and wet weather) has crept in, we are asking that all children come to school daily with their jumper/cardigan, 
coats (warm and waterproof if possible), hats and gloves.  We encourage children into the outdoors in all-weather, therefore having the right 
clothes in school is vital to ensure they don’t get too cold or wet.  We would even suggest packing a spare pair of socks and outdoor shoes in 
school bags too, for those wetter days. 
 
Celebrating Odd Socks Day 
Odd Socks Day marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week. We have everything you 
need to celebrate what makes us all unique and spread kindness! Odd Socks Day 
2023 took place today, and we were overwhelmed by the number of brightly 
coloured odd socks the children and staff were wearing.  The initiative is 
supported by cBeebies presenter & ABA patron Andy Day and his band 'Andy and 
the Odd Socks'. 
 
This week, during our PSHE & RSE sessions, there will be a particular focus on the 
importance of relationships, kindness and preventing bullying – linked to the 
online world and how we behave towards others.  This will be taught in an age-
appropriate manner.  Anti-bullying is a theme threaded throughout our whole 
school PSHE & RSE curriculum; however, this week helps to raise its profile. 
 
The Anti-Bullying Alliance (ABA) Info 
The ABA have a clear outline of What is bullying? And how it is defined.   
Learning to understand and manage conflict is an important part of growing up. Bullying is not simply a 'falling out'. Research shows that 
experiencing bullying can have a significant impact on a child's life well into adulthood. To ensure we are able to prevent bullying, act 
quickly when it takes place and avoid misidentifying bullying, it is vital that schools and other settings have a shared definition of bullying. 
This should be understood by the whole school or setting including parents, young people and all staff. 
 
The Anti-Bullying Alliance and its members have an agreed shared definition of bullying based on research from across the world over the 
last 30 years: 
 
The repetitive, intentional hurting of one person or group by another person or group, where the relationship involves an imbalance of 
power. Bullying can be physical, verbal or psychological. It can happen face-to-face or online’. 
 
ANTI-BULLYING ALLIANCE 
Definition of Bullying 
 
Our own school’s anti-bullying policy is informed by information outlined by the ABA. 
 
Christmas is Coming! 
I heard the first of our Christmas carols being practised by children last week – which is always a joy!  The choir, being led by Mrs Christie will 
be representing the school at the Oxfordshire Music Service ‘Christmas Big Sing’ on Friday 1 December and rehearsals for this are well 
underway.  We have published the dates of our various nativities and carol services in the church in previous newsletters.  Here they are 
again just in case you haven’t already noted them on the calendar.   
 

Phase Date 

EYFS Nativity Wednesday 13th December 2023 at 9.45am and 2.00pm 

Key Stage 1 Nativity:  Thursday 14th December 2023 at 9.45am and 2.00pm 

Years 3&4 Carol Service Wednesday 13th December @ 6.00pm  

Years 5&6 Carol Service Thursday 14th December @ 6.00pm  

 
Please see further information below for further events taking place over this term.  Many thanks for your continued support – it is always a 
pleasure to see so many of you at the school gates at the start and end of the school day.  Do come and say hello if you haven’t had a chance 
to yet this term. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Anna Poole  
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Safeguarding Children Updates: 
What to do if you have concerns about a child 
If you have any concerns about a child relating to Safeguarding, please get in touch with one of our Safeguarding Leads immediately by 
contacting the school directly on 01993 812209 or by email safeguarding@woodstock.oxon.sch.uk 
 
If you are unable to speak to a member of our Designated Safeguarding Team at school and have a safeguarding concern, please contact the 
Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly who will be able to advise you. 
If you have a concern about a child, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666.  

 
NSPCC Updates for Parents and Families 
The NSPCC have updated some of their guidance on supporting children with mental health issues. Please 
follow the links to some very useful pages on their website. 
 
Child Mental Health: click here  
 
The Safeguarding Network: click here 

 

Message from Pupils’ Parliament  
During our Pupils’ Parliament meeting we have discussed fundraising for charities and which ones we 
would like to support, locally and globally, over the year.  
 
This Friday, November 17th, we will be supporting Children in Need for our first charity. Children are 
invited to wear any choice of sensible clothing, to be inclusive for all. This could include PJs or loungewear. 
We are asking for a contribution of up to £2 on the day. There will be a bake sale after school, and we ask 
for contributions of cakes or biscuits from families.  
 
Please can these be brought into school on the morning of 17th and placed on the tables by the bike sheds. All 
bakes require a list of ingredients for allergy purposes. The more we have the more we can sell and the more money we will raise for this 
wonderful charity. 
 
Many thanks for your support.  
 
Annie Watkins, Prime Minister  
 

 

PTA News 
🎅🎄🌟 Get in the festive spirit with our Christmas Hamper Raffle! 🌟🎄🎅  
 
As the festive season approaches, we are thrilled to announce our next exciting PTA initiative to celebrate and support our amazing 
Woodstock CE Primary School community. Back by popular demand is the Class Christmas Hamper Raffle!   
 
On Thursday 7th December, we warmly invite all the children to join in the festive fun by wearing their most dazzling and merry Christmas 
jumpers. In the spirit of giving, we kindly request each child donates an item for their class hamper. This is a fantastic opportunity for our 
children to embrace the joy of giving and spread the holiday cheer. To make the process as easy as possible, our wonderful PTA volunteers 
will be waiting at the gates on Christmas Jumper Day morning to collect the donated items. Class tables will also be set up, making it simple 
for the children to place their items on their designated tables.  
 
Wondering what to donate? The possibilities are endless! We encourage you to contribute items that you would love to find in a Christmas 
hamper. From luxurious toiletries to delectable food items or even a bottle of bubbly, your generosity is deeply appreciated and will help us 
create truly amazing hampers. We kindly request that all donated items are nut-free though. In the true spirit of giving, any items that do 
not fit in the hampers will be donated to the Oxfordshire Food Bank. This way, we can support those in need in our wider community during 
this festive season too. With our thanks to the coordination efforts of Lynne Hammond for helping with the food bank donations.  
 
With the participation and support of our incredible Woodstock CE Primary School families, we hope to have a total of 12 amazing class 
hampers to raffle off! But there’s more! The teachers and staff will also be kindly creating a hamper in return for one special competition 
winner. Just for fun, children will be sent home with a teacher and staff Baby Photo entry sheet. The family who guesses the most correct 
teachers and staff members from their baby photos will win the teachers and staff members’ hamper!  
 
Please mark your calendars for Christmas Jumper Day on Thursday 7th December. And for the raffle prize draw on Friday 15th December. As 
always, we deeply appreciate your ongoing support. Every contribution, no matter how big or small, plays a vital role in enhancing our school 
community and providing valuable resources for our pupils. And finally, why did Santa go to music school? Because he wanted to improve 
his "wrap" skills!  
 
Thank you for your warm-hearted generosity and for embracing this festive season with the PTA!  
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Key Dates When Applying for Primary Schools  

 

 

Collective Worship Weekly Theme 

 
Our World: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Key Dates for Applications 

Key Dates Event 

1 November 2023 Applications open via Oxfordshire County Council’s website. 

15 January 2024 Closing date for applications. 

29 January 2024 Last date for confirmation of change of address. 

16 April 2024 Offer letters sent by second-class post where needed and emails sent to those who applied online. 

September 2024 Start of the school year. 



Weekly Online Safety Guidance: 
 

 
 

 



Weekly Mental Health & Wellbeing Guidance: 

 



 


