
Key Stage 1: Years 1&2  

Maths Parent 
Workshop

Our Approaches to Maths



Aims of the Session

What do the experts say about Maths?
To provide an overview of the Maths  

    curriculum in KS1.
To share the methods of teaching and learning   

   in KS1.
Record Keeping and Assessment
Supporting Learning at Home.



Maths: What do they experts say? 

Maths is fundamental to education. 
Gives children a sense of curiosity and promotes talk.
Maths is an interconnected subject that relates to most areas 
of the curriculum and real life!
The National Curriculum is designed to take children on a 
journey of mathematical fluency, reasoning and confidence 
building which helps develop their understanding of number, 
operations, relationships between concepts, problem solving 
and beyond.
Mathematics is essential to everyday life, critical to science, 
technology and engineering, and necessary for financial 
literacy and most forms of employment



Engagement in Maths: Our Maths Curriculum & Culture

Daily maths lessons.
“I do, we do, you do” culture to support 
children’s learning of mathematical concepts.
Range of the most effective methods and 
strategies are taught including the use of games, 
problem solving tasks, outdoor learning, use of 
resources and manipulatives – the Maths Shop.
Opportunities to use and apply learned skills.
Maths Talk - mathematical vocabulary.

Mathematics Teaching is informed by:
• The National Curriculum (DfE Guidance)
• The White Rose
• The National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of 

Mathematics
• Education Endowment Foundation
• Local Maths Hubs – mastery in mathematics



How do we do it? Mental Arithmetic 

The development of instant recall of facts and mental
calculation strategies:

Taught daily as part of the main Maths lesson.
Regular opportunities to practice mental calculations
throughout the week
Misconceptions revised
Ongoing practice and retrieval activities to help learning
‘stick’
Number bonds
KIRFS



What does Maths include in Key Stage One ?

There are seven strands of learning:  

Using and applying maths
Counting and understanding number
Knowing and using number facts
Calculating
Understanding shape
Measuring
Handling data



Year 1 – overview: Half term break



Year 2 – overview: Half term break



Using and applying maths:

Calculating -

Counting and understanding number 

Progression of skills:
Counting objects – 
choosing from our ‘Maths 
Shop’.



Partitioning – place value

Hundreds, tens and ones.



Using a number line
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Empty number line – “counting on” 

by partitioning 

34 + 22 = 

34

+ 10
+ 10

+ 1 + 1

44 54 55 56



Knowing and using number facts

Number bonds 1-10

Number bonds 1-20

Applying skills to mental calculations



Knowing and using number facts:

by the end of KS1.
 Counting forwards in 2’s, 5’s 

and 10’s 

 Counting backwards in 2’s, 
5’s and 10’s

 Counting from any number 
in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s

 Times tables



Knowing and using number facts:



Life Skills: in school and at home

Regular practise of telling the time, measures, shape work, fractions and food, distance or time of a journey… etc.



What does a Maths Lesson look like in KS1?
Whole class mental maths session (10 mins) 

Whole class counting / warm up - active

Number games / songs 

Shape games and identification.  

Mental maths (real life situations) 

Introduction to ‘Learning Bubble’: “I am learning to… (15 mins)

Teacher models new approaches / consolidates prior knowledge for lesson focus.

Focussed activity (20-25mins) – at tables

Activities linked to lesson learning bubble – independent, in groups, supported (teacher led / TA). Choice from ‘Maths Shop’. 

Maths challenges / extension.

Plenary or Reflection / Evaluation time (10 mins)



Record Keeping & Assessment

Teachers assess children against the NC content for
their year group
Unit target sheets for children to reflect on their
understanding and confidence levels
End of unit assessments to identify gaps for future
teaching and learning opportunities
PUMA end of term assessment (standardised score)



Supporting Learning at 

Home

 Regular practice of Mental Maths (Fridays) and KIRFs
 Getting outdoors and using natural resources to count 

with!
 Mathletics – supporting set tasks and activities 
 Google Classroom weekly tasks (more practical based, 

rather than just ‘worksheets’).
 Starting to explore Times Tables Rockstars and Numbots.



Encourage your child to be confident with numbers and counting – make it fun!
Play games / board games
Talk about numbers / look for patterns. 
Cooking and measuring ingredients / looking at numbers on food packets.
Shape /number I spy.
Counting in as many situations as possible.
Estimating: how many conkers, cars, biscuits…
Handling money and shopping together – playing supermarkets or cafes together (with a toy till).
Looking at house numbers and comparing, are they odd/even, which is the largest number we have seen?
Going on a number trail / scavenger hunt around the house or local area.
Telling the time together and looking at both analogue and digital clocks.



Thank you for supporting your children’s learning 

Regular, little and often practise will really help children’s mathematical development… 
counting in the car, numbers bonds whilst cooking dinner – every little helps!
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