
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

I hope this week’s newsletter finds you well. 
 

Oxford Hospitals Charity: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you know, this Christmas we are supporting Oxford Hospitals Charity Give a Gift appeal.  Last week, pupils 
in Years 3-6 wrote a personalised card to go inside a hamper containing books, games and chocolates 
amongst other items, that will be given to sick children and patients in hospital over the Christmas period. 
Pupils also wrote cards for staff working over the Christmas period too.  David Childs from the charity led 
an assembly to explain the appeal and gave more information about the work of the charity.  David also 
met representatives of our Pupil Parliament and visited classes to see the writing in action.  David was really 
impressed by pupils’ thoughtful messages and questions. 
 

We are asking for a £2 donation per pupil to sponsor a hamper.  I’m sure you will agree that this is lovely initiative to support 
and will bring joy and happiness to those in hospital at Christmas.  Donations can be made via Parent Pay.  Thank you for your 
support. 
 

Big Sing: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a pleasure to accompany our school choir to the Big Sing at the Centre for Music on Friday evening.  Pupils have been 
busy learning a number of carols and songs over recent weeks.  They then joined other schools to form a mass choir to perform 
for the concert.  The concert also featured a performance of an original song written especially for the event by Mrs Christie.  
A huge thank you to Mrs Christie for leading the rehearsals and to Mrs Poole for accompanying the trip too.  It was a delightful 
event. See the photos above of the rehearsals in full flow. 
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Rotary Club of Woodstock: 
A huge thank you to the Rotary Club of Woodstock for their generous donation of £100 in recognition of the choirs performance 
at the Night of 1000 candles event last weekend.  It was very much appreciated. 
 

Christmas dates: 
Please see below a reminder of the dates of our various nativities and carol services in the church.  
 

Phase Date 

EYFS Nativity Wednesday 13th December 2023 at 9.45am and 2.00pm in 
school. 

Key Stage 1 Nativity:  Thursday 14th December 2023 at 9.45am and 2.00pm in 
school. 

Years 3&4 Carol Service Wednesday 13th December @ 6.00pm in church. 

Years 5&6 Carol Service Thursday 14th December @ 6.00pm in church. 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Christian McGuinness,  
Headteacher 

 

 
 
Safeguarding Children Updates: 
What to do if you have concerns about a child 
If you have any concerns about a child relating to Safeguarding, please get in touch with one of our Safeguarding Leads 
immediately by contacting the school directly on 01993 812209 or by email safeguarding@woodstock.oxon.sch.uk 
 
If you are unable to speak to a member of our Designated Safeguarding Team at school and have a safeguarding concern, 
please contact the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly who will be able to advise you. 
If you have a concern about a child, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666.  
 

NSPCC Updates for Parents and Families 
The NSPCC have updated some of their guidance on supporting children with mental health 
issues. Please follow the links to some very useful pages on their website. 
 
Child Mental Health: click here  
 
The Safeguarding Network: click here 
 

 
Key Dates when applying for Primary School 
 

 

Key dates for applications 

Key dates Event 

1 November 2023 Applications open via Oxfordshire County Council’s website. 

15 January 2024 Closing date for applications. 

29 January 2024 Last date for confirmation of change of address. 

16 April 2024 Offer letters sent by second-class post where needed and emails sent to those who applied online. 

September 2024 Start of the school year. 

mailto:safeguarding@woodstock.oxon.sch.uk
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-health-development/child-mental-health
https://safeguarding.network/content/safeguarding-resources/specific-risks-children-additional-needs/mental-health/


North Oxfordshire Food Bank 
As in previous years, we would like to support our local foodbank by organising 
another collection ahead of the Christmas break.  As well as usual cupboard staples, 
it would be wonderful if we could also include donations of Christmas treats.  We 
would like to ask that donations are brought into school on Friday 15th December 
2023.  You may wish to take part in a ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’ where each day of 
December, you collect items to place in an advent box and then bring them along on 
the 15th.  Any donations however big or small are always much appreciated by the 
foodbank, especially at this time of year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA Christmas Hampers 

As the festive season approaches, we are thrilled to announce our next 
exciting PTA initiative to celebrate and support our amazing Woodstock CE 
Primary School community. Back by popular demand is the Class Christmas 
Hamper Raffle!  
 
On Thursday 7 December, we warmly invite all the children to join in the 
festive fun by wearing their most dazzling and merry Christmas jumpers. In 
the spirit of giving, we kindly request each child donates an item for their 
class hamper. This is a fantastic opportunity for our children to embrace the 
joy of giving and spread the holiday cheer. To make the process as easy as 
possible, our wonderful PTA volunteers will be waiting at the gates on 
Christmas Jumper Day morning to collect the donated items. Class tables will 
also be set up, making it simple for the children to place their items on their 
designated tables.  

 

Wondering what to donate? The possibilities are endless! We encourage you to contribute items that you would love to find 
in a Christmas hamper. From luxurious toiletries to delectable food items or even a bottle of bubbly, your generosity is deeply 
appreciated and will help us create truly amazing hampers. We kindly request that all donated items are nut-free though. In 
the true spirit of giving, any items that do not fit in the hampers will be donated to the Oxfordshire Food Bank. This way, we 
can support those in need in our wider community during this festive season too. With our thanks to the coordination efforts 
of Lynne Hammond for helping with the food bank donations.  
 
With the participation and support of our incredible Woodstock CE Primary School families, we hope to have a total of 12 
amazing class hampers to raffle off! But there’s more! The teachers and staff will also be kindly creating a hamper in return for 
one special competition winner. Just for fun, children will be sent home with a teacher and staff Baby Photo entry sheet. The 
family who guesses the most correct teachers and staff members from their baby photos will win the teachers and staff 
members’ hamper!  
 
Please mark your calendars for Christmas Jumper Day on Thursday 7 December. And for the raffle prize draw on Friday 15 
December. As always, we deeply appreciate your ongoing support. Every contribution, no matter how big or small, plays a vital 
role in enhancing our school community and providing valuable resources for our pupils. 
 
The PTA will be selling raffle tickets during the week of 11 December in the school playground and at the Christmas events in 
school. 

 
 

 



Collective Worship Weekly Theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our World 

 

 

 



 



Weekly Online Safety Guidance 
 

 
 



Mental Health Awareness 

 

 

 



 


