
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER FROM THE DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope this week’s newsletter finds you all well and that you managed to get out and enjoy some of the better weather over 
the weekend.  It feels like a little while ago now, but a very Happy New Year to all of our children and families.  It is always a 
delight to welcome the children back into school after a break – with lots of very happy smiling faces and smart uniform.  I 
have had the pleasure to catch up with many of the children over the school to hear about what they had been up to.   
 
We had a very busy first week back – each phase in school starting a new theme to their learning.  Curriculum maps will be 
available on the school website by the end of the week for you to view and see what your child/ren are up to this term.  There 
are many visits and workshops being planned – with our first trip of 2024 happening last week for children in Years5&6.   
 
Start and End of Day Timings (excluding Nursery who have different timings) 
Please can we remind you of the following start of day, and end of day timings: 
 

TIME  

8.35am All gates open for children to come into school 

8.40am Gates are locked and any arrivals after this time will be recorded as ‘late’ 

3.10pm End of school day 

Please can you ensure your child arrives promptly at 8.35am and no later that 8.40am, where you will need to sign in at the 
office.   
 
Curriculum Updates: 
Please see below the subject led themes for the term for you child/ren. 
 

Class Phase Curriculum Theme 

EYFS Nursery: I live here! 

EYFS Reception: Once Upon a Rhyme & Splish Splash Splosh 

Key Stage 1 Years 1&2: Castles and Dragons (History and English Focus) 

Key Stage 2 Years 3&4: City of Spires (History and Geography Focus) 

Key Stage 2 Years 5&6: In the Beginning (History and Science Focus) 
 

Before the end of the Autumn Term we published dates for our Class Curriculum Celebration Assemblies.  Here are the dates 
for your diary below: 
 

Date @ 2.20pm Class 

Wednesday 24th January Red Kites Years 5&6 

Wednesday 31st January Falcons Years 5&6 

Wednesday 28th February Kingfishers Years 3&4 

Wednesday 6th March Kestrels Years 5&6 

Wednesday 13th March Woodpeckers Years 5&6 

Wednesday 20th March Cygnets Years 1&2 

Wednesday 27th March Goslings Years 1&2 

Wednesday 1st May  Nightingales Years 3&4 

Wednesday 12th June Ducklings Years 1&2 

Wednesday 26th June EYFS: Reception 

Wednesday 3rd July EYFS: Nursery 
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Last week children in Years 5&6 took part in the national Young Voices singing event in Birmingham.  Parents were treated to 
an amazing singing performance from over 6000 children across the country.  It is always a special experience that children 
and parents will remember forever.  I would like to say a huge well done to the children who, as always did a brilliant job of 
representing our school.  A lot of hard work goes on behind the scenes of this event in order for us to be able to take part – Pip 
in the office has been organising this with the Year 5&6 team for months, including transport, tickets etc.  Years 5&6 colleagues 
have also been working hard with the children teaching and learning the songs together, which makes it such a special event 
to be part of.  We had some wonderful emails from parents last week, who attended the event, to share with us their thanks 
and appreciation for being part of Young Voices and how much their children loved every minute of the event – these have 
been shared with colleagues.  I would like to echo these emails by saying a very big thank you to everyone involved – it has 
been very much appreciated.   
 
This week, I have the pleasure of accompanying the Years 3&4 phase to the Story Telling Museum in Oxford which supports 
this term’s history and geography work on Oxford as a city, but also focuses on their leading text The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe by CS Lewis.  I know the children will thoroughly enjoy this experience.  Plans are well under way for children in Key 
Stage 1 to visit Warwick Castle to support their work in history – another exciting visit that really does bring to life the children’s 
learning.   
 
A Few Reminders: Uniform and Breaktime Snacks 
We feel our uniform policy reflects the high standards we expect of children and generally children are 
always looking very smart.  Staff have noticed an increase in children wearing trainers on non-PE days.  
Please can we remind you that children should have proper school shoes on days it is not PE.  Our 
uniform is plain black or navy shorts, leggings, or jogging bottoms. 
 
Please can we remind you that children are invited to bring in a healthy snack to enjoy at 
breaktime (fresh fruit or vegetables).  It is very easy for children to open their packed lunch box 
at breaktime and eat something they fancy rather than what has been packed for their snack.  If 
you can remind your child at home of these expectations and we will do the same in school.  
Many thanks for your support with this – it is much appreciated. 
 
With the cold spell upon us, please do encourage children to bring a coat, hat and gloves please (labelled with names is really 
helpful). 
 
 

Thank you as always for the continued support you give to our school, it is always very much appreciated and hugely valued.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Safeguarding Children Updates 
What to do if you have concerns about a child 
If you have any concerns about a child relating to Safeguarding, please get in touch with one of our Safeguarding Leads 
immediately by contacting the school directly on 01993 812209 or by email safeguarding@woodstock.oxon.sch.uk 
 
If you are unable to speak to a member of our Designated Safeguarding Team at school and have a safeguarding concern, 
please contact the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly who will be able to advise you. 
If you have a concern about a child, please call MASH on 0345 050 7666.  
 

NSPCC Updates for Parents and Families 
The NSPCC have updated some of their guidance on supporting children with mental health 
issues. Please follow the links to some very useful pages on their website. 
 
Child Mental Health: click here  
 
The Safeguarding Network: click here 
 
 
 

Parent Governor 
We have a Parent Governor vacancy on our governing body and so must hold an election. As many of you may already know, 
the governing body has an extremely important role: it is responsible for working strategically in partnership with the 
headteacher and staff to identify the most important aspects of the school that need to be improved, approving plans to 
achieve this and ensuring progress. Governors individually have no power but act collectively as a corporate team. All governors 
receive training to help them carry out their role. Oxfordshire Governor Services runs special induction courses for new 
governors – we expect all our governors to attend this training.  
 
Parents or anyone who has parental responsibility* for a registered pupil at the time of the election are entitled to apply. You 
can nominate someone for election and can vote in the election. We have a factsheet about becoming a governor that we 
can send you if you want more information.  
 
All nominations should be sent to the school office by Friday 19th January. You can nominate yourself. Every nomination 
must be signed by the candidate, stating that they are willing to stand. Nomination forms can be collected from the school 
office. 
 
*DEFINITION OF A PARENT  
(The Education Act 1996: Section 576 defines “Parent” to include):  

 All natural parents, whether they are married or not; and  

 Any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child or young person; and any person 
who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person  
(The Education Act 1996: Section 576 (1), (3) and (4), read together with the Education Act 2002: Section 212(2), gives 
a definition of “parent”)  

 Parent” is defined for the purposes of the Constitution Regulations as including “any individual who has or has had  
parental responsibility for, or cares or has cared for, a child or young person under the age of 18”.  

 It includes a person who the child lives with and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is 
with the child. The reference in the definition must be to someone involved in the full-time care of the child on a 
settled basis.  
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Collective Worship Weekly Theme 

Week Beginning:  15/1/24            Collective Worship  

Key Idea: Ready to Read! 

Biblical Link: Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” (NIV)  

Christian 
Value: 

Wisdom 

 

Understanding 
Christianity 
Theme:  

Worship Song: Black and white 

 

Our World 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Online Safety Guidance 

 
 

 



Mental Health Awareness 

 

 

 


